
  TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON 

REGULAR MEETING 

October 20, 2021 

6:00 P.M. 

 

FLAG SALUTE 
Council President Burton led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance, announced that notice 
of the meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, and followed by 
roll call. 
 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT     ABSENT  
Elisabeth McCartney    Paul Detrick 
Jason Allen 
Donovan Gardner 
Gaye Burton    
    
Also, present: Mayor David Patriarca, Business Administrator Daniel Hornickel, Solicitor 
Andrew Bayer and Township Clerk Amy P. Cosnoski 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Council President Burton and called the meeting to order at approximately 6:00 p.m.  

 

CLOSED SESSION 
  272-2021 Authorizes Council to go into Closed Session – Not Adopted 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Council President Burton opened this portion of the meeting for public comments.  
 

Michele Madelina, Scrapetown Rd. – 1. Stated that she found out through the paper that 
they are being mandated to hook up to the water on Scrapetown Road where she lives. 
Commented that she does not quite understand everything she is reading. Mr. Bayer advised 
that there would be a public hearing on tonight’s meeting regarding this ordinance.  

 
Seeing no other public wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed to public 
comment.  
 

Consent Agenda: All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine by the 

Township Council and will be enacted by one motion. Should a Council Member wish to 

discuss a consent agenda item separately, that item can be removed from the consent 

agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the regular agenda. 

 
Councilman Allen asked to pull Resolutions 274-2021, 275-2021 and 276-2021. Councilman 
Gardner asked to pull Resolutions 278-2021, 281-2021 and 282-2021.  
 
Mr. Bayer advised on Resolution 284-2021 that needed to be added to the Consent 
Agenda.  
 
Motion by Allen and McCartney to add Resolution 284-2021to the Consent Agenda. 
Allen, yes; McCartney, yes; Gardner, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
 
Mr. Bayer advised on Resolution 284-2021. Mayor Patriarca explained the need for 
this Resolution and the work that has been done to repair a pump station. Advised that 
there had been a leak which created an emergency situation in the middle of the night 
causing us to bring this company in to make the repairs. Added that this is a forced 
main coming out of Browns Mills.  
 

*CONSENT AGENDA  

  

*MEETING MINUTES 
Regular Meeting Minutes of September 15, 2021 and October 6, 2021.  

 

*CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS  
  266-2021 Authorizes a contract with Tactical Public Safety for the equipping of three (3) new 

2021 Ford Police Interceptor SUVs.  Tabled from October 6, 2021 meeting.  

 
  273-2021 Authorizes various routine refunds in the total amount of $400.00. 
 
  274-2021 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting.   



 
  275-2021 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting.   

 
  276-2021 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting.   

 
  277-2021 Authorizes the purchase of Emergency Lighting Equipment for the Fire Department 

from Winner Ford in the amount of $13,989.46. 
 
  278-2021 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting.   

 
  279-2021 Authorizes the rental of Two Trash Trucks from Big Truck Rental in the amount of 

$23,275.00 for the Public Works Department.  
 
  280-2021 Authorizes the Mayor to execute a Discharge of Mortgage and Note for the premises 

known as 233 University Avenue, Block 1093, Lot 13 in the Township of Pemberton.  
 
  281-2021 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting.   

 
  282-2021 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting.   

 
  283-2021 Determines that the property along County Route 530 and within the vicinity of Block 

854, Lot 16.01 qualifies as a Non-Condemnation Redevelopment Area and/or an Area 
In Need of Rehabilitation under the Local Redevelopment and Housing Law. 

 
  284-2021 Authorizes the award of a contract to MBE Mark III Electric, Inc. for Emergency 
  Added at Excavation to Pump Station #4 in an amount not to exceed $133,410.52.  
   Meeting 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

a. 2021 License Approval  
 

   Red Belly Tattoos - Body Art Establishment 
   *all necessary inspections and approvals have been received 

 

 Motion by Allen and McCartney to approve the Consent Agenda as amended. Allen, yes;  
McCartney, yes; Gardner, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
 

RESOLUTIONS 
  274-2021 Accepts bids from Public Auction on October 1, 2021 of Municipally 

Owned Unimproved Land no longer needed for public use.  Pulled from the 

Consent Agenda.  

 

Councilman Allen asked for an explanation on the difference between a restricted and  
unrestricted property. Mr. Hornickel advised that many times people want to buy an adjacent  
property to theirs to expand their property and add a garage or other accessory structure. 
Stated that it is not beneficial for the town to sell the property for what is called an accessory 
or restricted use. Explained further how the process works and that this is much more 
affordable to homeowners.  
 
Motion by Allen and McCartney to approve Resolution 274-2021. Allen, yes; McCartney,  
yes; Gardner, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
 
  275-2021 Authorizes a contract with Foveonics for Document Imaging and 

Records Management for the Department of Community Development. 
Pulled from the Consent Agenda.  

 
Councilman Allen questioned what would happen to the paper records. Mr. Hornickel noted  
that we would maintain the paper records, but that the benefit of doing this would allow for  
the records to be stored off-site freeing up space here. Mrs. Cosnoski added that this would  
help in the search for information for OPRA requests.  
 
Motion by Allen and Gardner to approve Resolution 275-2021. Allen, yes; Gardner, yes;  
McCartney, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
 
  276-2021 Authorizes a contract with ARH Associates for a Remedial Action 

Workplan for the Municipal Complex in an amount not to exceed 
$9,325.00. Pulled from the Consent Agenda.  

 
Councilman Allen questioned the deadline and the standards. Mr. Hornickel advised that we 
have to approve the Engineers to develop this remedial action work plan by November, so 
that we are grandfathered under the existing standards and not the newer stricter standards. If 
we do not we would have to remediate more than we otherwise would have had to do. Stated 
that this is generally how the DEP works. Stated that ARH would submit the remedial action 
work plan to NJDEP for their review and approval and once they approve, ARH will come 



back to us.  
 
Motion by Allen and McCartney to approve Resolution 276-2021. Allen, yes; McCartney, 
yes; Gardner, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried. 
   
  278-2021 Authorizes the purchase of pump repair parts from Walker Process 

Equipment in the amount of $13,520.00 for the Public Works 
Department, Sewer Division. Pulled from the Consent Agenda.  

 
  281-2021 Authorizes the purchase of two Sulzer ABS Raw Sewage Pumps for the 

Sewer Division from the North Jersey Wastewater Cooperative 
Purchasing System in the amount of $100,455.00. Pulled from the Consent 

Agenda.  

 
  282-2021 Authorizes a contract for the installation of Sewage Pumps for the 

Sewer Division from the North Jersey Wastewater Cooperative 
Purchasing System, in the amount of $89,690.00. Pulled from the Consent 

Agenda.  

 
Councilman Gardner stated that he had pulled all three of these Resolutions as they all went  
together. Mr. Hornickel advised on each of the Resolutions and the need for each. Explained 
how the process works in treating and condensing the sludge and how it is removed. Mr. 
Hornickel noted that for Resolutions 281-2021 and 282-2021, we get a better value by 
purchasing the equipment directly as we can purchase it from a co-op which gets us a more 
aggressive price. Stated that at the wastewater treatment plant, there is a building inside the 
gates with the last pump station in the collection system and all of the influent goes into that 
pump station and then from there gets pumped to the back of the plant to the head works 
which is where the treating process begins. Advised that this pump station at the front has 
pumps about 70 feet below ground but is operated at ground level by a motor that turns a 
large shaft. Added that the large shaft is what pumps it to the head works. Noted that any 
Engineer will tell you that by doing it this way, you will lose a ton of energy efficiency 
because you have literally a 60 foot long shaft running down to those pumps. Advised that the 
plan is to have pumps with motors down there to reduce energy consumption by at least 10% 
and have more energy efficient controls. Stated they want to replace two now and then 
another later. Mayor Patriarca noted that we were always told how pristine the system was 
and how well it was run, but that we are constantly chasing repairs and break downs that have 
been occurring since before we took over. Asked that the Council and the public keep that in 
mind as Administration continues to bring these items before them. Mr. Bayer advised that all 
three of these Resolutions could be voted on together as they are related.  
 
Motion by Gardner and McCartney to approve Resolutions 278-2021, 281-2021 and 282-
2021. Gardner, yes; McCartney, yes; Allen, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
 

ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING, PUBLIC HEARING AND/OR 

ADOPTION 
 
ORDINANCE 33-2021 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON, COUNTY OF 
BURLINGTON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO AMEND CHAPTER 182, “VEHICLES 
AND TRAFFIC”, ARTICLE XII “SCHEDULES”, SECTION 38, “SCHEDULE H” TO 
AMEND SIGNAGE AND TRAFFIC CONTROL AT THE INTERSECTIONS OF WEST 
LAKESHORE DRIVE AND CLUBHOUSE ROAD.   Tabled from October 6, 2021 meeting.  

 

Mr. Hornickel explained the changes that had been made with the stop sign. It was noted that 
the Engineer agreed with Council and that a stop sign was not needed in the southern lane of 
West Lakeshore Drive where it intersects with Clubhouse Road, but instead recommended 
changing the yield sign for the north prong of Clubhouse Road, where it meets the south 
prong heading east to a stop sign. Advised that he had sent these changes to the Clerk and 
asked that Council re-introduce Ordinance 33-2021 due to the changes.  Mrs. Cosnoski 
advised why this needed to be introduced again and that a public hearing will be held at the 
next meeting. Councilman Allen noted that he had asked for reflectors to be put on the rocks 
and that had been done a few days later.  
 
Motion by Allen and Gardner to introduce Ordinance 33-2021 as amended, with a public 
hearing to be held at the November 3, 2021 meeting. Allen, yes; Gardner, yes; McCartney, 
yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried. 
 
 



ORDINANCE 35-2021 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON, COUNTY OF 
BURLINGTON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO AMEND CHAPTER 186, “WATER” TO 
ESTABLISH MANDATORY CONNECTION FEES. 
 
Council President Burton opened this portion of the meeting for public comment.  
 

Michele Madelina, Scrapetown Rd. – 1. Noted that she had read in the paper that this would 
be a mandatory connection and is looking to clarify what this means for her. Stated that she 
has a well and is concerned about the fees and a lien being put against her house. Commented 
on her property having been rezoned as a high-density neighborhood. Stated she would like to 
have retired here but is concerned if this will bring about eminent domain and her being 
removed from her home if she cannot come up with the money.  
 
Mr. Hornickel advised the residents that there is no such thing as free water even if you have a 
well. Stated they are treated with salts and run off a pump that uses electricity. Noted that 
years ago the township extended water service to many locations. Advised that when you 
look at our townships water system it looks like a Christmas tree. Stated there are green dots 
for those that are connected, yellow for those that are not and red for properties that were 
previously connected but are not connected anymore. Stated that if Council does approve, we 
will not be sending out letters to all of the locations where people have a waterline in front of 
their home and are not connected as we simply do not have the resources. Added that there 
are 8 workers assigned to the Water Division, with 4 of them right now running a water line 
down Rottau Avenue. Advised that the way we structured their ordinances is that if people 
have existing wells and the wells are 5 years old or younger, then they will not be asked to 
connect as they should be able to get the value out of the money they spent on the well. 
Commented that he and the Engineer had done a lot of research and down in Lower 
Township there was no water along the bay. This town decided to extend it to all of the 
homes with wells and gave them one year to connect or to pay the connection fees and 
monthly charges which he felt was unfair. Noted that in Rottau Village there were only 2 
homes that had applied for new wells within the last 5 years with all the rest being 10 years 
older or more. Stated that a home has to be within 200’ feet of the water main with adequate 
water pressure. Added that there is a payment schedule already built into the ordinance for 
the $2,000.00 connection fee with the option of an interest free payment schedule for 2 years. 
Stated that after all of the research and review of other town’s ordinances, this was the 
recommendation, and it is believed to be a fair and sensible way to handle it. Added that there 
is maintenance that needs to be done to the system and the water towers that has been 
deferred due to decisions made by the Township Committee years ago. Added that the fees 
are some of the lowest and that NJ American Water customers are paying a lot more with 
rates for the Township quarter being equal to their monthly rate. Commented that the 
ordinance allows for keeping wells for non-potable purposes. Councilman Gardner asked for 
Mr. Hornickel to explain the capping of the well. Mr. Hornickel stated that the water division 
installs a meter and then a plumbing permit is required to go from the meter pit to the home 
so typically at that time is when the existing well gets the line cut and is then capped to keep it 
from going into the house. Councilman Allen asked for Mr. Hornickel to explain why this is 
even being considered. Mr. Hornickel explained that last year the Engineer was tasked with 
producing water service area maps to chart where all our water infrastructure exists. When 
this was done it was found that there were several homes that were not connected even 
though the township had invested a substantial amount of money to extend water service to 
those areas. Added that last year, for the first time, money from the township budget had to 
be put into the water utility budget to make it solvent. Added that fortunately when the year 
was over we did not need to actually touch those funds, but it drew to our attention that our 
water system, based on our needs moving forward, there is not enough money to fix our 
immediate needs because these properties that should have connected, did not. Councilman 
Allen reiterated that there are areas within the township, where water exists and residents 
should have hooked up to but have not. Questioned how soon residents would be required to 
hook up. Mr. Hornickel noted that it would be one year from when the Township sends the 
notification. Stated that in order to send the notification, we have to have installed a meter 
pit, which would make it a year from then. Added that residents will receive an initial 
notification and then a follow up reminder 6 months later. Councilman Allen questioned the 
payment break down. Mr. Hornickel notes the payment plan allows the fees to be paid over a 
2-year period, interest free. Councilman Allen asked about the water rates. Mr. Hornickel 
noted that the water rates are about $42.00 a quarter for the first 8,000 gallons, with the 
typical charge being $80.00 per quarter for a family of 4, which is less than $30.00 per month. 
Council President Burton questioned where this would begin. Mr. Hornickel advised that this 
is starting Rottau Village. Advised that we only have so many employees that can install the 
meter pits.  
 



Michele Madelina, Scrapetown Rd. – 1. Questioned the cost for the meter pit to be run to 
the house. Mr. Hornickel explained she would need to get a quote from the plumber. Ms. 
Madelina asked where the township water comes from. Mr. Hornickel advised that it comes 
from wells and that we do not use surface water and that regular monthly testing is done with 
NJDEP setting the parameters.  
 

Jack Tompkins, Pemberton Heights – 1. Noted that he has a pit next to his house. Stated 
that the conversation that happened just now with Council, really should have happened at 
the last meeting when this was introduced and not during public comments. Councilman 
Allen advised that the reason he asked these questions was for people that were in attendance 
to get the information. Mr. Tompkins commented on the various fees including the capping, 
the plumber and the connection fee. Commented that this can cost up to $10,000.00 that is a 
lot and he is retired military living on his pension. Stated he is now going to have to get a loan 
which he does not like to do or want to do when he has perfectly good water at home. Stated 
he has been here multiple times to discuss various things and the Council does what it wants. 
Stated his well water is clean and he just had it checked, which he does yearly. Stated his 
water is never brown and only goes out when there is no power. Noted he has heard many 
times that the water pressure is not good and is often brown and he does not want to connect 
to that. Advised on the senior citizens in the area where he lives that do not have the money 
for all of these connection fees. Commented on other towns delaying the connections until 
something goes wrong with the people’s current well or if the house is being sold. 
Commented on the purchases of the New Lisbon and Deborah Water Systems, but due to 
poor planning and management is requiring him to connect and this is not right.  
 

Cindy Bogess – 1. Questioned how deep the wells are that the Township will be operating. 
Mr. Hornickel noted that we have wells at various depths from 100’ to over 200’ feet deep. 
Ms. Bogess asked what the deepest well we have is. Mr. Hornickel stated that he believes we 
have a few that are 250’ to 270’ feet deep. Ms. Bogess commented that her well is 400’ feet 
deep and the chances of her water being bad are slim to none because she is tapped into the 
aquifer. Stated that if her water is bad then the town’s water is bad. Stated she paid a large 
sum of money to have this well drilled and had it done this way to safeguard her family and 
saved up to do this. Commented that her husband is disabled, and she is about to retire and 
would like to be able to stay in Pemberton Township, but does not see why she should be 
forced to get 100’ foot deep water when hers is deeper. Advised that Jenkins drilled her well 
and promised it would last forever and she believes him. Stated she does not think it is fair to 
force them to tap into the townships program when she did all that she had to do and paid for 
already.  

 

Mike Sawka, Scrapetown Rd. – 1. Commented that this does not affect him directly as he is 
too far off of the roadway. Stated that this is being promoted and advertised as it is only a 
$2,000 connection fee, but from the meter box to the house is going to cost people anywhere 
from $5,000 to $8,000 dollars because they have to dig at least 4 foot deep trench to your 
house and put in the plumbing and hook everything up to your house. Stated that the 
ordinance should include some provisions for testing and commented on allowing people to 
keep their wells until they fail. Noted that he felt there should be other options.  

 

Tom Bogess – 1. Commented that the township has its own wells and is supplying that well 
water to people that already have wells. Questioned if Pemberton Township always ran the 
water system or if it was just purchased. Mayor Patriarca advised that parts of it have been 
run by the township and other parts were purchased, including the Lake Valley System, to 
develop the rest of the system. Mr. Bogess questioned why other parts were purchased. Mayor 
Patriarca stated that when private systems go up for sale, such as Lake valley and New 
Lisbon, which was recently purchased from the County, we as a township purchased it as it is 
his belief that government should own the water and not private industries. Added that as Mr. 
Hornickel had mentioned, NJ American Water has a foothold here in the town and feels the 
town dropped the ball many years ago when Sunbury Water System went up for sale and the 
town did not buy it. Stated that residents of Sunbury and the Preserve pay on average of $40 
per month where our residents are only charged $42 per quarter. Stated he believes we have a 
more efficient system and can provide the water at a more reasonable rate and that something 
as basic as water should be provided at the most reasonable rates and not at the rates private 
companies charge. Commented that they purchased the New Lisbon system to protect the 
town’s water source here that could have been sold to a place like NJ American Water that 
would have expanded their foothold. Stated that you can have an administration sitting here 
years from now that would like to get out of township debt and sell the water system to NJ 
American Water for tens of millions of dollars, but would it really be for the residents because 
the rates will be much higher. Stated he feels it is important for municipalities to own the 
water systems and they will continue to buy the systems as they come available, as long as he 
has anything to do with it. Agreed that there have been some very good points mentioned 



tonight and he agrees that it is going to be expensive for people and does believe that maybe 
some further thought can be done. Stated he does not know of any other towns that do not 
require this but thinks that this could be done softer and that Council can discuss further. 
Agreed that maybe it is reasonable to consider holding off until someone who has a well that 
fails before making them connect. Stated that due to the age of several wells they will begin to 
fail and need replacement and when that happens, the water lines have been run for them to 
connect into. Stated that you can go on our webpage and see the water lines throughout the 
town. Commented that this is happening now because the town, years ago, did not want to 
bring such a controversial item to the table because it may not get them re-elected, but should 
that be a reason not to make a decision, or should the reason be it is the right decision to 
make, and what is right. Stated that Council can take all of this into consideration and maybe 
this ordinance needs to be looked into more to make it more reasonable for residents. Noted 
that generally the water here is fine, he does drink it right out of the tap here at the building. 
Stated that flushing of the pipes is being done and we are replacing these water mains daily to 
put the plastic lines in to get rid of the old iron pipes that cause the rust color. Commented 
that we do have wells that are over 300’ feet deep, but that the deeper the well does not give 
you the better water, it is the aquifer you are in and we generally use the Mount Laurel 
aquifer here or Kirkwood and Englishtown. Stated we are constantly investing in our water as 
he feels we should in order to provide good water for our residents. Asked all to keep in mind 
that this is what we do for all of our infrastructure, whether it is our roads, water or sewer, 
that we now own and are investing millions of dollars in to bring it up to standard and feels 
this is what we should do as good stewards. Mr. Bogess stated that he feels that is everyone’s 
problem, that they spent the money and did the research and now are going to be forced when 
they have something that is perfectly fine right now. Stated he feels this will cause an uproar. 
Mayor Patriarca agreed that we need to certainly look into this more and that for new homes 
and failed wells you should have to connect. Stated that Council will consider all 
recommendations made. Councilman Gardner asked the Mayor to elaborate on why they 
purchased all of these water systems. Mayor Patriarca stated that when they bought New 
Lisbon, it was a part of a larger plan for a vision for that he had for quite some time. 
Commented on wells that have gone down that had to rehab and being down to one well, 
which made him think if that one went down, there would be big issues, so it got him to 
thinking about this. Stated that this is a leaking bag, but we are addressing it like we are the 
sewer, to get it fixed. Commented on the upgrades that are going to be made and the money 
being invested in these wells to bring them up to date. Stated that the idea is that if one area 
loses water, we shut the well down and divert from another location to be sure our residents 
always have water. Mentioned the issues in Flint Michigan and all that the people there have 
gone through and that he would hate to see anything like that ever happen here. Stated he is 
not a fan of over government, but when it comes to water, he feels that government should 
make sure he has water. Mr. Bogess questioned how long the pump on the three hills has been 
leaking. Mayor Patriarca stated that it started leaking after the rehabilitation of the pump 
there in an older part of the pipe. Mr. Hornickel stated that once they reactivated the pump 
station after the rehab, the older line broke. Mayor Patriarca explained what happened and 
how it was fixed.  
 
Seeing no other residents wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed.  
 
Councilman Gardner noted that there were several new faces and wanted to be sure that had 
their questions answered. Councilman Allen explained that the reasons he was asking those 
questions was to give the public that is present, the feel for what is going on and not to get 
something started. Stated he feels some things need to be re-evaluated and additional 
discussion is needed. Advised that he understands what the town is trying to do but does like 
some of the ideas that have been kicked around by the residents, including delaying 
connection until a well fails. Stated that he does think this needs to be re-evaluated, 
reconsidered and then re-visited at some point. Added that the reason for public comment is 
for Council, to get from the public, things to think about. Councilman Gardner agreed that 
there are some really good ideas out there that he wrote down, that he did not even think 
about and would like to work together to get it resolved. Councilwoman McCartney asked 
what the next step would be for the consideration to make changes. Council President Burton 
stated that she also is in the same boat, and she also would have to make changes. Stated she 
is glad that everyone came out and shared. Added that she did hear some things that she had 
thought about and things she did not think about. Stated she also heard a comment about 
voting and her response to that is that they are voted there to do what is best for the township 
as a whole and that means that sometimes some people may not approve of it or really like it, 
but and she is not saying they will not take things shared into consideration, but sometimes 
they have to do what is best regardless of being re-elected. Mr. Bayer advised that if they are 
looking to revise, they can vote to disapprove this ordinance, come up with changes and then 
re-introduce a new ordinance. Councilwoman McCartney questioned what the process would 
be to make revisions. Mr. Bayer explained that either Council could get input from the Mayor 



or Mr. Hornickel or he could draft something for Council’s review. Stated it could be placed 
on the agenda as a discussion item with no action to be taken, to get more public input and 
figure out how the Council would like to move forward.  
 
Motion by Allen and Gardner to disapprove Ordinance 35-2021. Allen, yes; Gardner, yes; 
McCartney, yes; Burton, yes. Motion carried.  
 
Councilman Gardner stated that for all the people, including those that did not speak tonight, 
should feel free to send emails to Council to express their ideas in relation to this matter or 
can send to the Township Clerk, so their ideas can be heard.  

 

REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS      
 

 a.  Engineer's Report – 10/07/2021 

 

BILL LIST 
Approval by Council required for payment of vouchers on Bill List dated 10/13/2021. 
 
Motion by McCartney and Gardner to approve the Bill List. McCartney, yes; Gardner, yes; 
Allen, yes with the exception of any and all grants and bills pertaining to the NJ State Police 
or the Attorney General's office, specifically on page 14, Drunk Driving grant 2016, to which 
he abstains; Burton, yes with the exception to any bills related to the Prosecutor’s office. 
Motion carried. 

SOLICITOR'S REPORT: 

Mr. Bayer reported: Nothing to report.  
 

MAYOR'S AND/OR BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT: 

 

Mayor Patriarca reported: Noted that Halloween is coming up and Recreation will be doing 
their House Decorating Contest. Commented that for those that are interested in participating 
to see the website. Added that they will also be doing their Halloween event across the street 
at Imagination Kingdom on the 30th. Commented on the purchase of the Deborah Water 
System and noted that this was one of the more creative purchases made. Noted that they 
bought this system from Deborah with two wells and a tank that we did not need because we 
have one. Advised that they credited them 100,000 gallons per year so that they did not buy 
this out of pocket. Stated they have been rehabbing the wells, but it is a well worth the 
investment. Commented on our Public Works employees running water mains which you do 
not see in other towns as most towns contract out for this. Stated they are upgrading the 
system in different areas and flushing in certain areas in the town. Advised that Streets and 
Roads are still out paving and have done other projects as well including the Mirror Lake 
Beach project, to repair the parking lot. Stated they are up in Browns Mills and did an area on 
Scrapetown Road. Commented that the tree service is out there working on Lake Valley to 
remove trees. Advised that the grant that we got from five years ago, to fix the sidewalks in 
Lake Valley, is very close to getting started. Explained the delay being due to the State 
structure and not the township. Commented on the shooting in the Township being all 
children. Stated that there were two 17 year old victims that were shot with one is in the 
hospital recovering and the other passing away. Advised that they are working on leads but 
have not made any arrests. 
 

Daniel Hornickel reported: Stated he does not want to come across as sounding like he has 
sour grapes, but wants to be as honest as possible about the ordinance that was voted down. 
Stated that they had extended water service into Rottau Village based upon years of requests 
from residents to extend water service. Stated we had run a water line all the way down 
Rottau Avenue and we now have no mechanism to pay for it. Stated that this means that at 
some point he is going to have to come back to Council to ask that they raise water rates to 
cover for this expense and this is kind of what put us in this situation we are in. Noted that if 
residents ask us to run water lines, then have the option of whether or not to connect, we do 
not recoup our investment in running the lines. Stated if five years is too soon he can work 
with that, but he has to have some definitive point, and it cannot be when the well fails. 
Explained the reason is that people will spend a ridiculous amount trying to keep 
rehabilitating wells because it is their thought that it is better for them to continue to defer 
cost. Stated that second, there will be well companies that will install wells without permits. 
Stated they do it now and this will incentivize these bad well drillers to continue to do this. 
Commented that he will gladly go back to the drawing board and invited Council’s input on 
any ordinance. Stated that there is a cost for years of extending water service for residents that 
have asked us to extend it. Noted it has to be recouped by increasing rates or making people 



connect within some period of time. Stated that he also wants Council to think about 2 other 
ordinances for future meetings. Advised that the first was the sheds ordinance and would be 
forwarding an email to Mrs. Cosnoski to send to Council for their review. Stated that a 12 x 
20 foot shed is the size of a garage and is permissible, and maybe we can add a second shed 
that is no more than 100 square feet. Stated he did not think we would have a Pinelands 
problem but that he would send the info to Mr. Bayer for review. Additionally wanted to look 
into the size and height of accessory structures such as a pole barn. Noted that people should 
not have a pole barn that has a roof higher than their house. Stated they are also looking into 
storage pods and dumpsters and how long they should be allowed in people’s yards, as well as 
car ports. Stated that the second ordinance was related to tractor trailers being parked in 
people’s yards with large trailers or parking them in roadways. Commented that these issues 
are brought to Council and that research is being done, including looking into ordinances 
done by other towns. Explained the issues that are being found and that a person parking a 
lowboy with a backhoe on it, a boat or the like, can cause traffic issues for people trying to get 
out of their driveways. Advised that in the context of parking, Council had approved an 
ordinance limiting the number of vehicles that can be parked on a front lawn. State he would 
like to tighten this up some to allow only 2 vehicles if there is no driveway to park in. 
Commented that this matters because neighborhoods with higher standards have higher 
values and that is what it comes down to. Noted that if you want to sell your home someday, 
it is more valuable with city water than having a 15 year old well. Advised that similarly, 
people are not going to want to buy a home in Browns Mills when they see cars parked in the 
front lawn because it looks terrible and these are constant complaints he is getting from Code 
Enforcement. Stated that the pump station 4 repair has been completed and tool a week to get 
done. 
 
Mayor Patriarca added that they do field a lot of complaints about the parking in the 
township and tractors being the problem. Stated boats, campers and dump trucks also are 
concerns, but the tractor trailers we have in residential areas are an issue. Noted one resident 
that lives on one street and drops his trailer and sometimes tractor, in front of someone else’s 
house on another street. Stated that the Fire Chief has called complaining that tractor trailers 
are being parked in residential areas with flammable plaques on them. Commented to 
imagine being the neighbor to this person, and that when he goes to pick up his load, he is 
starting this truck at 2:30 am and you have to listen to this truck while it is rattling your 
house. Noted these are the complaints we are getting and that is why we are looking into 
solutions for these issues we are having.  
 

COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 

Council President Burton – Thanked everyone for coming out tonight and for sharing their 
concerns and asking questions. Stated that they did vote down the ordinance and will look at 
it and come up with something because overall that is probably what is best for the township. 
Stated that there was a comment that was made by a resident that stated Council just shakes 
their head yes to everything and that is not true. Advised that all of Council does their 
homework, asks questions with some being reiterated during the Council meeting, if they feel 
it is necessary. Commented that they too are residents here and are not from out of town so 
the decisions that are made are made for them too. Suggested that it would be nice to see 
those that came out tonight, come again to see how the Council meetings go. Stated that if 
you think what was done was reasonable to you, it would be nice to have you come back and 
state that before other people here, so they know that we are listening to the residents.  
 

Councilman Gardner – Stated he enjoys seeing the residents coming out because they are 
hearing it firsthand from the residents. Added that he also wants people to ask questions and 
they do not see everything that goes on and asked that the people keep them informed. 
Thanked all for coming out and he hopes to see the same faces, and more, at the next 
meeting. Noted that all should come not just for their own concerns but to see what is going 
on.  
 

Councilwoman McCartney – Thanked the residents for coming out and sharing their 
concerns. Stated they have been heard. Commented that she knows we will be doing some 
more research on the water ordinance and asked if it would be reasonable that we could get 
more information, such as how many residents will this impact. Also asked if it was 
reasonable to get information on the distance from the meter to the houses so they have an 
idea of the cost for the connection. Noted this would be added information for Council to 
review while discussing this. Mr. Hornickel advised that the distance between the meter pit 
and the house varied on the setback of the homes. Stated that depending on the development 
some are 30 feet and some 50 feet, but he could not tell what a plumber charges. Mr. 
Hornickel stated he would gather the other information. Reminded people that there would 



be a school board forum on Sunday at the BMIA Building at 2:00 p.m. and recommended 
people go out to meet the candidates.  
Council President Burton reminded that Early Voting starts this Saturday at the library. 
 

Councilman Allen – Stated he had no comments, but was interested in some updates 
including the walking trail around Lake Pemberton. Mr. Hornickel advised that he had gone 
out there on Monday and the Pinelands Preservation Alliance has demarcated the trail with 
yellow paint along trees and he asked them for an update. Noted that they had advised him 
that the trail in Sunbury is done but they have to finish the trail head which comes out at 
Anderson Road and we are looking to provide combination signs for our walking path in the 
Nesbit Park and the Sunbury Trail on the Rancocas Conservancy Property which was done 
by the PPA. Councilman Allen asked about the land swap with the County for the property 
adjacent to the municipal building. Mr. Hornickel stated that he has been in communication 
with the County and he has their authorization to advertise a notice of the swap and convene 
a public hearing on it. Stated that before we can do the swap we have to do an advertisement 
90 days in advance, plus hold a public hearing and give notice to Green Acres. Noted there 
are some wrinkles he is ironing out with the County. Councilman Allen stated that with all of 
the upcoming potential development going on in the township, to remember Council’s 
request for a report on the status by the end of the year from Administration. Mr. Hornickel 
stated he has already drafted a spreadsheet, which he will update and send to Mrs. Cosnoski 
for Council.  
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:08 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
 
Amy P. Cosnoski, RMC, Township Clerk 


